
es 9 to 16. YORK JOURNAL
ISTET^ YORK, THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 1896..copyright, ism. by w. b. hearst.

Bf DAY OF THE TERRIBLE HEAT PLAGUE AND ITS BRCsD S1A

K-

/StV
f/C °
1

More Than One Hundred Persons Perished in
New York and Hundreds of

Others Are Dying.
Doctors and Nurses Overworked, Funerals Are Many, Hospitals

Crowded with Sunstricken Patients, but a

Cool Wave Is Promised.
M

RECEIVING AND CARING FOR THE SUNSTRICKEN PATIENTS IN BELLEVUE HOSPITAL.
JUT ORB than on( 'rsons dIed

In Wew York rday- The

maximum tern s on^y two

degrees lower than j lg day> hut

the humidity In the ie ds|y was

much less and the therefore,
more endurable. The high death

rate among men and xdue to the

exhaustion caused bj ;'on the

heated term.
Experts in vital stal ect the ,,st

to be still further en! spItG of a

possible decline in t3rature to¬

day. Overworked Ccootors and

undertakers are arran more help,
for they believe they y seen the

worst of the plague.
Heads of city dep; emPloylng

laborers have adopted 8 °' hours

which will enable the rest ln the

hottest portion of the lctor,es are

being closed and the EtpartmeIit Is

devoting its disinfectiDt0 the puri¬
fication of city streets,ead animals
are numerous.

Although the horse ! superseded
by electricity,steam anfc,e- and the^
number in use In the ciS now than

during the epizootic ye the number

whi^»h died of heat i lay3 ending

yesterday was greate,n the four

days at the height oJ 'emic. That

Is the heat's work a <na,s. Never

before ln the histo: Bureau of

Vital Statistics wen
' deaths of

men reported as yes

Never before yeste e history of

New York City wen burial per¬

mits Issued from the f Vital Sta¬

tistics. The death i' broken, as

the heat record had en> aud be¬

cause of the plague Rd humidity
which has lain foi H "Pon the

city.
Two clerks are en eceive death

certificates and issi 'mits. They
worked all day ye: 'e'r highest

speed, and all the
1 lines of

l
undertakers' tssisti ay from

their desks to tb fQod in

line for two honrs Mflcate

and get a permit.
The total numbe dur¬

ing the day (whf on

and ended Wednt
these, were t

from sunstroke. The largest number of
permits issued *on any previous day In the
bureau's history was 302. on July 31, 1892,
and of those 106 died of sunstroke. A
week of hot weather caused that record to
be made; it began July 24 and got to its
crest July 28-29, when the mercury! reached
97 degrees. But July 31 was the greatest
day of death, and after that day cer¬

tificates dribbled into the bureau which
raised the total of the day's deaths to 351,
Register of Vital Statistics Roger S. Tracy
believes that the total number of deaths
on Tuesday will be similarly enlarged.
"The issue of permits to-day," he said,

"was limited by the physical capacity of
the clerks. They could not write one more

than they did. They were working nearly
up to their capacity before yesterday,
when in four days they issued 204 permits."
The Coroner's office is overtaxed. Coroner

Hoeber is away on vacation, but Coroners
Fitzpatrlck and Tuthill and Physicians
O'Hanlon, Donlin and Schultze have been
continuously employed since Sunday night.
Nearly all the cases ireported have been
caused by heat; fortunately the symptoms
are very marked and investigation of each
case is quickly completed. The hardest
part of the work is the travel between
cases. Dr^ O'Hanlon, who takes all the
cases reported between 3 p. m. and 8 a.

m., has had the largest number, and was

forced to call upon his colleagues for assist¬
ance yesterday. The clerical force of the
office has been increased, and yet work has
to go on day and night to keep pace with
the deaths.

Horses Die by Hundreds.
Terrible as has been the effect of the

heat upon persons, the suffering of horses
has been as great, and the deaths of horses
exceed those of men, women and children.
Between Saturday night and last night 600
dead horses had been removed from the
streets of this city. One street car com¬

pany lost sixty horses. White & Son.^, the
contractors for the removal of dead ani¬
mals, have been unable to take dead horses
from the street as rapidly as they have
been reported, and the records were so con¬
fused yesterday by repetitions of notices
with directions slightly varied that it was

impossible to tell how many horses still
lay in the streets.
"Mdre horses have died in this city during

the past four da lan tke epizootic of
1872 killed In eatest days," said

White ,v

"Seven of our own horses sent out to haul
in dead ones from the street have dropped
dead, and four of our drivers have been
prostrated. We have ten wagons out all
the time and would have more collecting
if we could get the trucks or the horses or

the men. To-day may be the last of the
hot spell, but will not be the last on which
there will be a large number of deaths
among horses. So many have* been weak¬
ened by working in the sun and insufficient
care that many will die even if the mer¬

cury falls."
Sanitary Superintendent Charles F. Rob¬

erts yesterday directed that the dlsenfect-
ant corps of the Bureau of Contagious Dis¬
eases discontinue roatlne work and pake
tours of streets, disinfecting and deodoriz¬
ing dead animals which the contractor had
not been able to remove. The city was

divided Into districts for the purpose, and
the men instructed to repeat the deodoriz¬
ing process on every animal found every
four hours until its removal.
The 'greatest pile of dead horses was at

the Second avenue car stables In Ninety-
sixth street, between First and Second
avenues. There were sixteen horses there
Tuesday night, and twenty-seven yesterday
morning. Several of the horses had been
there since Monday, although more than
thirty horses had been removed from the
stables by the contractor. A dead horse
which lay in front of John Koster's grocery,
Sullivan and "West Third streets, caused
the suspension of business in that vicinity
yesterday, and another in front of No. 249
Eldridge street caused residents to desert
their houses. In both instances it was

claimed the bodies had lain since Monday.
Surface Road Travel Blocfced,

The horse car traffic was much reduced
yesterday because of the fear patrons had
of delays, which were frequent. No line
in the city but had cars out tor which there
were no horses, the teams which left the
stable having been overcome by the heat.
Cars deserted by their prostrated horses
stood in the streets until the next car came

up, and then appropriated the living houses,
leaving the second car to wait for the team
of the third, etc. In Thirty-fourth street near

Eighth avenue yesterday there were three
stalled cars awaiting teams, as three of
their horses were dead.
The traffic on cable and elevated cars

was. not visibly increased Ijy the diversion
to them of horse car patronage, for there
were no persons on the streets of New
York yesterday who could avoid being away
from shady places. The shopping district
was almost as nearly deserted as it Is on a

holiday, and merchants estimated retail
trade as from 25 to 33 per cent less than
nohnal for this time of year.
Undertakers, Icemen and doctors were

overworked. Fifty-nine /uneral proces-
l over Astoria ' ^erry between
* dark yesterda? i two cases

the hearses were covered express wagons,
and in six cases the undertakers' service
wagons were used as hearses. Two under¬
takers said their funerals were so numerous
that, even after they had gained the con¬
sent of friends to have funerals follow
each other as fast as the carriages could
go to and return from the cemeteries, they
were compelled to postpone nearly as many
burials until to-day as they could execute
yesterday.
Thirty-two funeral processions were on

the Thirty-fourth street ferryboats between
noon and 5 o'clock, and the deck hands
said there had been so many before ttat
they could not separate them. Twelve
hearses were waiting at one time to go on

the boat, and the following carriages be¬
came so mixed that the hearses had to
be held on the Long Island City side until
the mourners could cross. Fortunately, all
other traffic was extraordinarily light, and
the blockades at both ends were compara¬
tively easy to disentangle.

The Unclaimed Dead.
Burials In Potter's Field, on North

Brother Island, are in ordinary seasons oa

Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each
week. The boat Thomas Brennan carries
the dead from the Morgue only on those
days, but an extra trip was necessary cn

Sunday, another extra trip on Tuesday,
and there will be another to-day. Thus far
one hundred bodies of unclaimed dead have
been taken to Potter's Field this week,
and many more await their Journey thither
to-day. The Morgue force has been doubled
to care for the bodies that must remain
there.
"Never In my eighteen years' experience

on the ice piers of East River have I known
such a demand for Ice, or suqh a long-con¬
tinued spell of hot weather as this which
they say is coming to an end," said George
Lyon yesterday. Mr. Lyon is in charge of
the greatest retail Ice market In the world.
It belongs to the great ice monopoly, and
is on South street, at the foot of Rutgers
street, which connects it with the hot,
thirsty East Side.
From 4 a. m. until (nominally) 6 p. m.

the street is so crowded wit£ trucks, push
carts and express wagons that the street
car which occasionally force a passage are

so deeply scarred and scratched one might
reasonably doubt that they had ever been
painted. Canal boats lie in the dock be¬
tween the city's largest garbage dump and
a dry dock, and out of those canal boats
horses are all day hoisting the sweating
blocks of Ice, which glide along a runway
Into the customer's truck or push cart.
The vehicle goes on the scales, and the
buyer settles with Mr. Lyon.oftenest in

pennies, although now no less than one

dollar's worth of Ice is sold to a person.
Fragments are broken from the great

cakes In the handling, and yesterday noon,
when the trade was almost at Its highest,
flfty women and Innumerable children
& there-' chunks and burred

out of sight Into baskets. Some of these
Vomen, the drivers said, do a good busi¬
ness in peddling these pieces of ice to their
neighbors.
"We use up nearly two canal boat loads a

day here," Mr. Lyons said; "that is, since
the hot weather began a week ago. Before
that our consumption was about one boat
a day."
The Consolidated Ice Company's business

has increased about 40 per cent. Nearly
all other ice companies in the city were

selling theip entire product before the hot
wave, and although their orders have ln-
creased their deliveries cannot.
The growth of the ice trade has been

equaled by the increase in the ice cream

and soda water trade. A concern which
supplies 60 per cent of the ice' cream sold
in public places in this vicinity was yes¬
terday reported to have increased its busi¬
ness 40 per cent over the corresponding
week in 1895, and 20 per cent over the best
week in July. Another concern, which sup¬
plies parlors of a better class, had an in¬
crease of 70 per cent over the correspond¬
ing week last year, but of this a large part
is due to extensions and advertising. Its
increase over the best previous week this
Summer was nearly 25 per cent.
The Bellevue medical and ambulance

corps, the attendants and nurses.In fact,
every one connected with the hospitai.
had more to do yesterday than on any
previous day. Every department was work¬
ing Its full force extra hours, and more

helpers than those already obtained had to
be secured from among the convicts c.n
Blackwell's Island.
All the patients in the Sturgis Surgical

Pavilion who were in a 'condition to be
moved Tuesday night were placed in the
regular wards to make room for the ex¬

pected fresh cases of prostration yesterday.
By 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon the thir¬
ty-seven beds in the pavilion were again
nearly all occupied, and subsequent cases
had to be treated In the wards.
The scene In the pavilion at that 'tour

was one of activity and excitement. Eight
men were around each of the five big
bathtubs 'rubbing and massaging a sun-

stricken man, while two other unfortunates
were groaning in stretchers awaiting their
turn for treatment. Attendants with big
boxes of chipped ice and buckets of fresh
water rushed in and out, and the doctors
were busy with their medicines and ban¬
dages.

Drink Oatmeal Water.
Bellevue doctors say that of all the vic¬

tims of sunstroke treated there this week
three-fourths of them are men who could
be called hard drinkers. They say the rea

son for this is that alcoholic stimulants af
feet the blood and brain of a man eo thai
it leaves him an easy prey to high tern
perature. Nothing containing -ilcohol, !h<
hospital physicians say, should be drank
1v <¦ drink IS CP.tii ' bl¬

ether r

Outlook fof To-

Fair; cooler weather. The tenper
West are from 6 to 12 degrees Uwei
the cool wave is now in the vicinity of
ature in New York can reasonably vr

day by ten degrees than yesterday
decrease.

TEMPERATURE
Weather bureau.

2 a. m 79 ?

4 a. 79
6 a. m 78
8 a. m 80
10 a. m 83 1C
12 86 12
2 p. 91 2 i

3 p. m 92 3 p
4 p. m 90 4 p.
6 p. m 88 6 p.

8 p. m 86 8 p. i

Humidity at 8 a. m., 77 per cent;
Highest previous temperature for Aug.

where the sick or dead are cared for, the

Morgue at Bellevue is now taxed to its

utmost. Last night there were more than

fifty bodies on its slabs, and if others con¬

tinue to come during the next twenty-four
hours as rapidly as they have in the past,
new arrangements will have to be made

for their accommodation. Never, accord¬

ing to the records of the house of tbe dead,
has ther been such a demand for space
within its walls. Only two of the bodies

are unidentified.
The story of Bellevue is the story of

every public hospital in. the city. So

crowded are Roosevelt and the Hudson
street branch of [the New York Hospital
that the clerks cannot properly attend to

persons who are inquiring about missing
relatives. The list of the missing in the

city largely outnumbers the list of the uni¬

dentified dead and prostrated, a condition
which is puzzling police and hospital au¬

thorities.
Died While at Work.

James Keating, a watchman, about six¬

ty-five years old, employed by Parke &
Davis, wholesale druggists, at No. 90
Maiden lane, was found dead in the base¬
ment of the building yesterday morning.
Engineer Mendel, who found the body,
said he believed Keating must have died"
at about 8 o'clock Tuesday evening, as at'
that hour he was accustomed to wind th
large hall cloc*- -"<1 wbei <*« |r
found the face
and th'1 key wa
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